


Vocabulary Review

amendment aproposalto changethe originalterms of a bill
0ill: adraft of aproposedlaw
calendar list of bills awaiting legislative action

committee: a group of senatorsor representativesappointed to consider
bills and report recommendationsfor action by the chamber that they
originatedfrom

readings the Florida constitution requires that a bill be read three (3)
separatetimeson three (3) separatedaysbefore it canbe passed
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Step 1: Introduction

°  Alegislator can introduce a bill before
or during the legislative session.
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was introduced in th&enate
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A bill may be introduced in
either the Senate or House of
Representatives.
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Step 2: Public Hearings

°  Senate committees will collect public
feedback. (Or House committees if the bill
originates in the House)
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speak on behalf of their cause.
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A committee studies the bill and
often holds public hearings on it.
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Step 3: The Calendar

°  The Senate president (or Speaker of the
House) will decide when an item is placed
on the calendar.

A favorable report maves the bill to
the calendar.

The bill may then be placed on a

special order calendar for debate
before the entire body.
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Step 4. Senate Passage

9 Success! Now that the bill has passed the
Senate, it goes to thElouse

The bill 15 subject to second read-
ing and amendments, then third
reading and debate on a different
day, before final passage.
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Step 5: House Passage

°  Great! The bill has had its three (3) readings
in the House and has passed.

After passing in the Senate,
the bill goes through the same
procedure in the House of
Representatives.
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Step 6: Amendments

HeNomey, e

°  Now the Senate (House) must agree to
any amendments that were made on this
bill while it was in the House (Senate). Senate House of

Representatives

If amendments are adopted in
the other house, the house of origin
must concur for the bill to
move forward.
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The bill has passed with identical language in
both houses. Now the Governor must decide
what to do.
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When the identical bill is passed
in both houses, it is signed by the
respective officers and sent to the
Governor.




Step 8: Bill Is Law

The Govemor signs the bill into law or vetoes it. If the Govemor fails to act
on the bill within 7 or 15 days, it becomes law without his or her signature.
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Sources

°  "Senate Kids HandbookSenate Kids Handboo®ffice of the Secretary of the
SenateDec 2014. WebJan 2015. <http://www.flsenate.gov/SenateKids>.
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