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What isSocial Media Advocacy?

social media: forms of electroniccommunication(asWeb sitesfor
socialnetworking and microblogging)through which userscreate
online communities to share information, ideas, personal
messages,andother content (asvideos)

advocacy: the act or process of supporting a cause or proposal

social media + advocacy: the act or processof supportinga cause
or proposalthrough the useof forms of electroniccommunication
through which users create online communities to share
information,ideas,personalmessages,andother content



Legislative Affairs Department
Presentation: How to Lobby Effectively 

Understanding #s

º Hashtag (#): key words or phrases used to organize messages on a social network

º Makes searching for posts (and people) of similar interests easier to find

º Can be placed anywhere in a post: beginning, middle, or end

º Increases exposure of your cause while simultaneously organizing content 

º Experiment with different hashtags, see what gets the best response, and replicate 
in order to maximize your exposure
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Understanding @s

º “At” Sign (@): symbol used to talk publicly with other users on social media 

º Most commonly used on Twitter and Instagram

º Makes targeting a small audience (1-4 people/organizations) much easier

º Allows you to connect with other users directly; creates an online “conversation”

º Allows you to alert others quickly to your latest information 

º Use the @ symbol to bring the human side back to social media- spark 
conversations with those around you about your cause!
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The Main Platforms

º Tumblr

º Instagram

º Flickr

º Vine

º YouTube

º Facebook

º Twitter

º LinkedIn

º Pinterest

º Google Plus+
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What Kind of Advocate are You?

º Group Advocate

º Somebody who works with others 
who have a shared interest in issues 
important to them

º Best Platform: Facebook

º Self Advocate

º Somebody who speaks out for 
themselves  about issues important 
to them

º Best Platform: Twitter
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The Anatomy of a Tweet
º Publicly target your 

legislator/organization of 
interest

º Push to hashtag audiences

º Issue specific 
(#2015FloridaSession)

º State specific (#sayfie)

º Ideological group 
(#BCPSadvocates)

º Alert watchdogs 

º Blogger (#sayfie)

º Issue group 
(@FloridaSenateAnd 
@browardschools)
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